DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 


___Biges i) paren _SePt-6s 1955 
TO ‘NAME ; 11187 ove 


REGARDING: »_ xing Ali of the Hejas is in Berne. 


100 ° S068 


SI/INV 


5 #7 


_ SDH os harpae/ 


Berne, September 6, 


Bak Feed oop ig pie King ee w 


pelitiehl dttectine in tae 


Sir: 

I Rave the hener te fepwerd hereeith in single 
oepy © nowegeper clipping conteing an interview u th 
King Peionl ef Iraq published in the BAILY MAIL, con- 
Sinestel efition ef Tuesday, Septender Sth, 1968. It 
40 quite predeble that the Depertuent hes rescived « 
eepy ef this fren ether sources; nevertheless the 
Legetien is fepverGing it in Wow of the feet that the 
intepview teem place in Berne. The interview wes | 
qrembet wy King Potenl te the Geneve corresponient of 


-R~ 


the DAILY MAIL end while the precise phraseology was not 
submitted to him, the general spirit of the contents was 
appreved prior to publication andi the King is apparently 
satisfied with the article as it stands. 

King Feisal is accompanied by a staff of between 
30 and 40 persons, including several of his Ministers, 
among whom is Nouri Pashe, formerly Prime Minister, but 
whem the Legetion understands to be the present Foreign 
Minister of Iraq. As indicated in the clipping, Ali, the 
elder brother of King Feisal, who wes King of the Hedjas 
fer severel months in 1924 end 1925, is alse in Berne with 
his dector, his Fineee Minister and @ smell steff. Beth 
of the royal brothers were very much concerned about events 
in Ireq and eas indicated in the article, they are not es 
reserved es might normally be expected of royel persennages 
in Giseuseing political events. ‘This Legation has no means 
of checking the facts whieh either the King or the members 
of his steff seem disposed to discuss with acquaint ances, 
but severel heve explained the situation to gembers of the 
ateff of the Legation. They intimate thet the Syrian 
Government ig in pert te bleme fer the difficulties emong 
the Assyriens in Ireq and that the French press hes grossly 
exaggerated the situation. They allege that the Freneh 
Government permite « wrong impression to persist with « 
view to proving to the world that Ireq is inegpabdle of self- 
government. 

During King Feisal's absense from Berne, at the time 
ef the resent disturbences he kept in close touch by 
telegreph end by letter with King Ali as well as with 
certain of his ow staff who remeined in Berne. While 

these...» 


“5 | 


these equmnicetions were not actually seen, King Ali 
end his steff spenteneously di acussed them with a menber | 
ef the steff of this Legation, ani if the fecte contained | 
4n the eommmaioations were as stated, the newspapers have 
greatly exaggnvaved cetual condition. 

Respestfully yours, 


B. Reeth Riggs 
Charged G'Affaires a. i. 


Bnei eeure: 
Nevwepaysr clipping. 


of thie deapaten seat 
ae Lagitiun at Baghéed. 


A true copy of the 
signed original 





DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 

0 

© 

(@) 

SEE .890g.00 General conditiona/30..... FoR... #316. 5 m 
FROM .Iraq..... _... (-Spabenshye_.) DATED May 17, 1934 - 
TO NAME 1—1127 epe > 
r 

REGARDING: Departure of ex-King Ali for Europe, and his ambition to be made ii 
King of Syria. oO) 


o Be 


TOLLS LEVIED BY THE SHAMIAR TRIBES, 

AleIkhe Al-watend of may 13, 1934 reports thet the 
edministrative officiels of the Mosul Liwa have been 
inetructed to restrain the shemmer tribesmen from 
collecting their traditional illegal toll from passing 
carevens. 

Comment; The Mosul Deir-e2-20%~ road 

through the comphes coeupied by the ‘he Ghvumat. 
The Government a how coca e to s 
these tolls (Khawas) fer a number years. 


The tion ve~-appears in parliament 


onee « year, and just as regulerly 
the Minister of Interior sietaan’ se take 


preys o6tien. Probebly Shemmer will 
teke toll as heretofore. 


DEPARTURE OF KING ALL: 
Two Baghdad papers * ite on May 14, 1954, that 
King Ali would leave Ireq that afternoon for Amman en 
a route to Burepe,  Characteristically, neither paper 
»\ bothered on May 15, to confirm his departure. It appears, 


s however, thet he actually 414 get away, 
iy Goument; while it is genercily aecepted thet 
AAL ie prove te Burope for 


Will teke the oppertunity of hie visit 

No France 40,40 sone deiionte negzties ting 
with the a concerning the eernnee.s Ww 
= ae should a sovereign be 


SHAM'S ViSi2 20 TURKEY. 

Qn May 15, 105% 4l-rhhe glewetani published ea 
etetement from the rercsian Legation to the effeet that 
the sheh would leave persia on June 10, 1954 to pay a 
Visit to the president of the Turkish Republie. The 
vieit will lest for not less than 16 days. 
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NOTE 
gee _8672.9111/150 rom Report ML n 
rrom 2eruselem Brent =» paren 20Pt-20, 1954 
TO NAME 1—1127 ere 


REGARDING: arrival in Jaffa of the former King Ali of the Hed jaz. 


100 °3068 


LI/ iw 


mu 


ro 


ee et ee ‘The former King Ali of | 
the Nedjes arrived at 

Sein: soaew te Hs mbar tn le rte ont we tw ni 

wether, the Endy sbisllsh, end waite: 

Ms K. the May was seeempeniond by the Eutr shaker and the Eats 

Homi, his Prime Minister (Ibrahim Pasha Hasheme) and his Adviser 

(Vand Pashe al Khatib) gpd Abtul Solem Bey Kamal. The Mayer of 


‘Ranleh, Mothh Mastefe el Khairi, joined the Euir's perty. 


The Ge-King wes reesived by Mr. andrews (Acting Assistant Distriet 

Geamiasioner), the Pert Officer, Collector of Customs. and Super- 

iutenfent of Pelice. There was a foree of British peliee present. 
. The party/ 
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SEE .990g-00 General conditions/41 == eo #402 


FROM 2784. Rtbeonthiue paten __* 


TO NAME 


- 


REGARDING: Return to Baghdad of former King Ali. 


8i/!nqv 100° 4068 


al 


a 














BeToee OF Bis i me 
King Ali returned te Raghéed the morning of octoter 
isthe having been socorded official reseptian en route 
eat Remedi ond on we He wes welcomed ty King Ghesi at 
the Royal pelsce. 
Comment: Tre fermer King of 
enjoying the summer a 
marepesasn reserts. 












as has eon 
differen? 
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NOTE 


SEE... 8900.00 General Conditions/42ror #413... a 


FROM Iraq. (_nahenaslme..) DATED __Nov...19,1434._ 
TO NAME 11137 ore 


ING King Ali. 
REGARD JA left for Amman to attend the marriage of Ameer 


Talal, son of Ameer Abdullah of Transjordan. 
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The Secretary of State, — MAR 2 2 1935 
W } ing ton. DIVISION OF 


: NEAR LASTERN AFFAIRS = 
_ ‘ 
Sir: 7 ° 


‘I have the honor to report that Ali ibn Hussain, Ex 
King of the Hedjaz, died at his residence in Baghdad on 
Wednesday, February 15, 1055, at about 7:50 p.m, His | 
death was the result of a heart attack which he sufferea 
on the evening of the preceding day. 

} The funeral was held on Thursday afternoon, Februery 
14, 1935, The original plan was to bring the body by motor 





: launch from King Ali's residence to tie maken te graveyard 


in fron t of the Parliament building. 
Unfortunately, the funeral was held in the midst of a 
particularly 


ae 


@8e 


particularly bad sand storm, and a high wini made the 
river too rough for loading the coffin on the launch and 
for unloading it at its destination. 

After a delay of nearly an hour awaiting tle arrival 
from Ammen of the Amir Abdullah of Transjordan, brother 
of the Late King Ali, the coffin was conveyed by motor 
van through the city to Adhamiyah where the formal pro- 
cession was formed. A very dusty gathering of mourners, 
including members of the Diplomatic Corps, was waiting for 
the body. 

The coffin was them placed om a gun carriage, and the 
cortege moved off toward the Parliament building half a 
mile away. A bani led the way followed in turn by mullahs, 
Iraqi Army officers, British military mission and British 
Royal Air Force officers. Behind the body were Kim Ghazi, 
Amiy Abdullah, amir Abdul Ilah, cabinet ministers, members 
of the diplomatic and consular corps and others. 

The crowd in attendance was not particularly large, 
and the women whe wailed alongside the route were not very 
convincing. 

In front of the grave, the coffin was laid on the 
ground while the mullahs offered a brief prayer. A battery 
fired a salute of 21 guns, the coffin was placed in the grave, . 
and a squad of soldiers then fired three volleys over the 
‘eoftin. After buglers had sounded "The Last Post", wreaths 
were laid on the grave, and the ceremony was over. One of 
the wreaths was presented by this Legation. 

Ex-King Ali is buried close to his brother, the late 
King Faisal, and both tombs will be included within the 
meusoleum shortly to be built at Government expense. 

Ex-King Ali leaves one son (Amir Abdul Tlah) and four 

daughters, 


~ B @ 
one of whom is the queen of Iraq. 
fhe Iraqi court has gone into mourning for one month, 
ani all flags im Baghdad were flow at half mst for three 


ies 


On Sunday, February 17, 1955, I called at the residence 
of ex-King Ali to express to his family sympathy in their 
bereavemen t , ane at the Reyal Palace to condole with His 
Majesty King Ghazi and with Amir Abdullah. 

A note, a copy of which is attached hereto, was addressed 
to the Foreign Office in this connection. 

Respectfully yours, 


[0 fb hve b— 


P. Knabenshue. 


File No. 800.1 
JSM/rih 
Copy to American Embassy, London. 
Enclosure: " 
gos of nage to memeten office. 


"y sien 


Enclosure to Despatch No. 444, Diplomatic, dated February 20, 
19355, from the American Legation at Baghdad. 

No. 162 

Excellency: 

I have the honor to request Your Excellency to convey 
to the Royal Femily the sincere oe of the Government 
and the people of the United States of America on the death of 
His Majesty King Ali. 

In requesting you to be good enough to transmit the 
above message to the Royal Family, may I add also the expres- 
sion of my persmal sorrow ani deep sympathy. 

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurance of my highest 


consideration and respect. 


His Excellen ; 
Nuri Pasha as Said 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Baghdad. 
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ey AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL, 


Bare Jerusalem, Palestine 
‘March by 1955 - * 
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OF STATE, 





DIVISION 





Ge | WASHINGTON. ~ NEAR LASTERN 

aan 

bay honor to refer to the death, in the 
< 


ierlyghours of the morning of February 14, 1935, of 
ex-King Ali, eldest son of the late King Hussein and 
head of the Sherifian family, and to submit as of possible 
interest to the Department an excerpt from a leading 
article in the February 15th issue of THE PALESTINE POST. 
This excerpt is of interest as an appreciation by a 
Jewish editor of an Arab patriot and nationalist, albeit 
a most scholastic one. | 

The Consulate General, assuming, since ex-King Ali 
had long resided in Baghdad, that his obituary was trans- 
mitted to the Department from that office, will make no 


other report on his death. 


Respectfully yours, 





Ely E. Palmer 
Consul General 
File No. g00.1 
JLB/ek 
meee 

“— Exce pt as stated 
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be/inv 


Death of King Ali 


“Though the eldest son, the heir of that family on 
which Arab nationalist hopes were fixed, he was given no 
part to play in that national revival. The prizes of 
that national revival fell short of what once was hoped, 
but such prizes as did fall to the ruling He jaz house 
fell to the younger brothers, King Feisal and the Emir 
Abdullah. Por King Ali there remained nothing but the 
memory of those fugitive days which saw the Hashimite 
dynasty destroyed in the land of the Holy Places. 

"It is, however, highly questionable whether King Ali 
Was one who, by character and temperament, would feel 
embittered by his own misfortunes or his younger brothers' 
rise to wider Arab leadership. His was not the fighter's 
temperament. He was known to be physically delicate in fact 
as in appearance. He could have had no great affection 
for the wearing and wearisome anxieties of leadership or 
for the eedbelese peredial clashes which are the hourly 
portion of an oriental administrator. He was what he 
seemed to be: a simple-mannered, very conscientious, 
careful, pleasant gentleman, without ambition, aging pre- 
maturely, swayed easily by others, bookish, and learned 
in Moslem jurisprudence. With his death we in Palestine 
mourn the loss of a noble and highly characteristic ex- 
ample of a fine type of the Moslem-Arab gentleman and 


student." 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


w tay FROM 
Baghdad 







Reo*d 6:12 a.m. 
Secretary of State, 


Washington 


June 5, 7 &.™Me. 
Father of King Faisal died at Amman yesterday 


pneumonia. 
SLOAN 


HPD 


acer na te 87 


Dated June 5, 1981 


ic6l -S NOL 
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<ORRIMENT OF ¢ 

Ve ReoRIVED 42em 
WIN = & JU] reid 

Yu DIVISION OF os/ Dated June 8, 


(7 ’ 
Carions_ano 8 






Reo'da 9410 a. 








Seoretary of State, ” q/ 3 
Washing ton 





WO9OLOHA BY 
JONSHIANGD WHSLLYNHSLR 
40 NO:SIAIU 


JUN 10 193% 
5, June 8, 1 petit 






Referring to my telegram of June 5, 7 a.m, most 
foreign powers represented here have either cabled 
condolence direot or instructed their representative 
to extend sympathy. Does the Department desire me to 


take any action? 
SLOAN 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED /‘ — ME 
~ DT 


le6l TT NAL 


100° 43068 


9/NI3SSNH 


—, 


} 
es CONFIDENTIAL CODE 
NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE 


PLAIN 





Sis 1,0 1931 
JUN 1031 y( 


AMLEGAT ION 
BAGHDAD (TRAQ) 


Your 5; June 8; 1. pom 
Diplomatie Officers, have, standing, ina tres tony to express, 
ao ahaagh m cases of this mind, ond you, should therefore, take 


| a Coat 


appr opr ection. 
A a 
: a 
890F .001 Hussein/6 | rae 
NE mua/oe0 | 





ee HOT Map 
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L/NI3SSNH 1 00°3068 


JUN t! 193) 


Te the American Chargs ‘Affaires, 
Baghdad. 


The Secretary of State refers to the Department's 
telegram No. 3 of June 10, 1931, regarding the expression 
of conheolences upon the occasion of the death of the 
late King Hussein, ani encleses for the information of 
the Chargé @'Affaires copies of the Department's eireular 
inatructions eof February 23, 1906, December 8, 1923, and 
November 5, 1926, concerning the action to be taken by 
Giplematioc missions in the event of the death of the head 
of a State or a member of his family and alse on fixed 
occasions ef feativity when congratulations er felicita- 
tions ave customary. There is alse enclosed a copy of 
the Department's eirqular instruction of June 20, 1930, 
beginning at the dettem of page 6 of which will be found 
certain paragraphs dealing with the same question. 





100°j068 


8/N13S SNH 


ef the receipt of that note. 


Respectfully yours, , 


Alezander K. Sloan. 


Enelogures: 


1/ Wete eddressed to Ireq Minister for 
Foreign Affaire, dated June 19, 19351; 

2/ Nete received from the Iraq Minister for 
Yereign Affairs, dated June 15, 1951. 


File No.800.1 


“Raslorare no, 1 No. 5 of June 17; 1951. from the 
the Unites Sretes of America at ad, Ireq. 


AMERICAN CONSULATE 
Baghfed, Iraq, June 10, 1951. 


Bxeeliency: 

IT have the honor to inform you thet I am in- 
structed by my Government to convey to His Majesty, 
King Faisal, the profound sympathy of the Government 
and the people of the United States of America in 
the death of that distinguished statesma, His 
Majesty's father; King Hussein. 

I shall be greatly obliged if you will be so 
kind as to transmit this message to His Majesty 
when he returns to Baghdad. 


Accept, Exeellency, the renewed assurance of 


my highest consideration. 


Alexander K. Sloan, 
American Consul. 


™ "Bre Abdadian Soret Demuluji, 


r for Foreign Affairs, 





Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No. & of June 17, 1931, from the 
Legation of the United States of America at Baghdad, Iraq. 


TRANSLATION. 


MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
BAGHDAD, IRAQ. | 

No. 2647 

Date Jue 13, 1951. 


The Ministry for Foreign Affairs presents its 
compliments to the American Consulate at ery , and 
has the honor to refer to its letter dated June io, 
1931, and to inform the Consulate that it has comm- 
nicated to His Majesty the King, the condolences of 
the American Government and the people in the death 
of late King Hussein. 


The Ministry requests the Consulate to express 
the highest thanks of the Iraq Government to the 
Government of the United States and its noble people 
for their gentle condolences in this grievous loss. 


The Ministry takes this opportunity to express 
its highest consideration and respect. 


8 EFA L 


The American Consulate, 
Baghdad ! 
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see ...890f.00/25 0 _. FOR |... ne 
FROM _..Bedrut _.. (..... Brandt...) DATED .July.19, 1930 __ 
TO NAME 1—119T) Ss ove 
REGARDING: Syrien Mohammedan opinion of Ibn Saoud 


as leader of Arabs unfavorable at 
present time because of his puritanism 
and their feeling of superiority to 
the "desert" Arabs. 
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las 


AMERICAN GONSULATE GERERAL, 
maine, SYRIA JUL 19 1930 


cone Te aig 


THR HOMORARLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
WASHINGTOR. 


I have the honor to forward herewith as 
1/ of some interest te the Departaent a trance 

then of a report whi appeared in the "Um eo) 
Rave," & Meese newapager, on May 5, 1986, of & 
epee of Ibn Seow! at one of the benqets: 
effere’ te him by his people upon his retura 
fren his cempaign against the recently redel- 
ious Ghemente of his kington Led by Yeien] =i 
Dwed oh. 

the mewapaper wae forwarded te this 
Gensuiste General by the Consulate General's 
Gveagoman (a Christian Syrian) at Demesens, with 
the ebeervation that the King’s epeem denen- 
strates that the Arabs,in their outiesk won the 
world oni ite affeire, heve not pregresset fron 
where they were thirtem centuries ego. the 
aqpeech has the tone of public utterances of 


Sobhnomedan 


eBe 


Mehemmeden leaders of the past, declaring the 
ouperiarity anf perfection of the Imlenie eveeé ant 
preaching Mohammedan fraternity ant hatred ef the 
Burepeen, end infeed it Aigplaye ne neders viewpoint. 
It ie the sert of speed, however, thet Ibn Sacet 
might have been expeoted to make te the fenaticall y 
religous population inhabiting hie leni, upen his 
veturn from putting Gem @ revelt in hie kinglen. 

I have enfeavered te aacertain Syrian Noheemeden 
opinion of fen Seoul, whe seems t be the most pre-e 
minent figure teley in the Mohammedan world, with the 
thought that the Syviens, along with the other Arabs, 
might some day lcok toward hin ae @ leader whe could 
waite ané held them tegether in their growing eppesi- 
tien te sectern intervention in their affaires. { 
would gather, however, thet while Ibn Seow! is greatly 
oimivel by the Syria Moslems beenuse of his political 
guccenses ant sutceratic position, the puritanisn ef 
hie religious creel and thet of hie fllewers end the 
Syrian fedhing of superiority te the “desert” svabe 
ave factere whic, for the time being, discourage « 
Fapprechene mt . 

I heave the honer te be, Sir, 

Your obedient servent, 


GEORGE L. BRANDT 


tnwlean Consul: 






ca © jmerioan Embassy, Tetanbal. 


true copy of 
the signed origi- 
me fi. 





(@uelemare te em wos °° of cccnge 1 % 
American cae ae Beimt, @ated JUL 19 338 


entities "Meesa newspager ing ef speech of 
Ibn Sacout.”) slats ” 


( trenslatieon) 


Speech of His Majesty the Great King 
baring the Ranges at Heese 


I thank Ged whe made pewibdle these great meetings 
of many benefits. en ee ee 
i eS ee ee SS mes. The jeot 
ef them ie not the food amd decorations. Sush thoughts 
Ge net concern us. The important thing is te di seuss 
whet will elevate the ef the unity of Gel, the 
ome and only Ged, and @all for sincerity in 


oe is the Sua ein of 


=3 
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j 
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Goa, may His power be %, ite wies. He gave 
ben < of Weeee mentnas in fn be 
impertant ef whieh is sineeri 
eng pay ta gh ge most seared ground, where He 
meade Kis » nd sent His preghet from the best trite 
God exteme nest highiy % 
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bist 
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35 


t Mohammed with the 
use velieve this beox 
® ies cur great gilery. 


ie meeting is to aplift the name 
according ite neme which means 
% Gel ami ededience te Him and 
end prophet. 


of Inlem are built on the beek ef 
Mic prophet, ani the acts of the 


whet was upon by the disciples 
fear exppunters of the tas. This we 


fren we do not deviate. 


s 2 


2 
Fe 
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: Fy 
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pftly 


the questions on which we shoulé work in this 
seu cn ene ek ke aeatniaees most 


& inmecent, tat which were © 
ese wheee object was selfish gains. 
to 


1 
if 
:* 


a 
teugnt complete liberty gieranteeing the 
l people, It teught fraternity and 
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highest eim. Thies is false imaginestion as 
the best of everything. The most beleved 
ae Micage tnd ity in arts ™s and ms Baan 
action is ow greatest weapon. efere 
Ged with sincerity. : 


titles nor in royal 
tuatec with titles. I de 

I @epyrin the Moheameten 
— that we are mies ionaries for the 


it 
tet! 
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7 
if 
it 
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@ a glory more wonderful then royalty and ites 
magnificence, Ye are calling for religion with tredi- 
fens end for unity infivisibie. God ecomanded as to 

every matter in our limes ani to try our 
eserve our existence. ‘ed eommanis us te be 
strong. The world is net all the samp. If we stuly 
the eonditions in furepe, we find that the Europeme 
have fortified themeclves with iron and electricity, 
wat we ecek the protection ef Ged alone. He who seexs 
Gea's protection ia helped. “e eall for faith in the 
great Gof, gt cy ig Bie beok and the rules of His 
prophet. ve 1 for it with all our pewer, secretly 
end publiely, without hypecriq or deceit, 


eriticiems are kindly. Dut when they argue with 
with deceit and lies, ma they cise unjustly and 
harehiy . 


an Engiishean 


te @ Bedouin of Irek @uring 
ar ané sald te him: "I will give you 
ou The Bedouin 


~~ eat ite meat. 
et the Ind isheen 
conquered you, 0) Arabei” 

Thie ie a bitter nful faet. Ye Meoslens 


vat we in each ether even in fase @ 
- er Ve ape net asiemed te do it. You de net 
find ty Mosleme Dinking them tecether, or 


ehevate the word of ighen. 
eontinue in our wethod, I and éescenéi ants, 
for ever. ‘Ye net deviate from it a hair's 
weeith. ‘“‘e beseech Gol for success. 
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The Honorable > 
"The Secretary of State, = 
_ fashingten, D. c. o 
Sirs 
| I have the honor to transmit to the Department some 
es 
information recently received from Bahrein which may be 2 
| of interest. 4 & 
| a 
| ake Dr. Luis J, Dame, an American Missionsry station oS 
\ at Bahrein, informed me in a letter dated January 27th : 


ie . £ ; 
ae JY that King Ibn Sa'oué was at the time visiting Hassa on 
; | an inspection trip; that within the last couple of weeks 
the Britieh Resident, who resides at Bushire and who 


has 





» Zo 


has supervisory charge over 411 British political agents 


stationed at various places in the Persian Gulf, arrived in 


Bahrein where he was joined by Colonel Dickenson, the 


_ British Political agent at Koweit; and that the two of 
them, accompanied by Captain Prior, the British Political 


agent ak Bahrein, crossed to the mainland and held a con~ 
ference with King Ibn Satoud. Dr. Dame reports that he 
has been unable to learn of the reason for this conference 
and thet the matter has been kept so seoret that not even 
@& rumor is to be heard ooncerning it. 


Respectfully yours, 





Alexander K, Sloan. 


_ LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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No. 161.- Diplomatic. Baghdad, Maroh 12, 1932. “? y 


British Offieials Conferences with iti ine 
Saud in the ae Gulf. 
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se Honorable 


the Secretary of — 
Washington. 


3908.00 bn, 
Saud. | 


I have the honor to refer to despatoh - ash | 





Series. ~ No, 121, dated Tebruszy 6, 1952, concerning a 
gonference hela at Hassa on the drabio coast of the 
Persian Gait between King Ibn Saud, the British Political 
Resident, the Britieh Folitioal Agent at Koweit and the 

Rok isb Polatioal Agent at Rehzein end to make @ further 

‘wepet on ‘te subject. 

Sed in the despatch mentioned, my 1 5 
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Pe. Dane, ould net give ma any information oo: 
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the matters discussed at this conference, as great 
secrecy had been maintained. I discreetly mentioned 
this matter to several Iraqi officials, but could 
gain no information from them. Recently, however, 
SAl-ALam-Ul-dArabi", en Arabic daily newspaper, pub- 
lished an article commenting upon a: telegram received 
from Cairo to the effect that King Ibn Saud was nego- 
tiating with the British for a loan of . £500,000. It 
was stated that the British were disposed to consider 
granting the loan only upon condition that King Ibn 
Saud agreed to engage the services of a Britisher to 
administer the State finances; that he would consent 
to the solution of the question of the Hejaz railways; 
and that he would permit British airplanes to pass over 
his territory. 

This matter may well have been the subject of the 
conference, however, it is further stated in the article 
mentioned that the Turkish press has been much concerned 
over the meetings held by the British Resident with his 
various subordinates and with King Ibn Saud concerning 
a proposed Arab Alliance along the shares of the Persian 
Quit. The writer continues as follows: 

"the anxiety shown by the Turkish press has 
particularly increased sinoe the settlement 

of the hp ng, Bag er between Turke 

and Persia. The ke believe that this al- 

lience is a move directed against Persia, more 

then against His Majesty King Ibn Saud, and is 
the sequel to the attitude of Persia on the 
vestion of sovereignty of the Bahrein Islands. 
elegrams received fram Teheran are to the 

effect that the Persian Minister for Foreign 


Affeirs hes handed to the British Minister at 


Teheran a note leetet Moree ree efforts to 
organize an Arab alliance and demanding an ex- 
planation of the true object of this movement. 


The 


The writer of the article in the Arabic daily be- 
lieves that "Al. Haj Abdulleh Philby", who has recently 
become a Moslem, and who deals in gasoline » machinery 
and other things in Hejaz and Nejd is in reality a 
British political agent and states: "It is in the purse 
of this clever merchant that the truth can be found". 

In the March 8th issue of - tag” the following 
news item was published: 


"News received from Koweit is to the effect 
that His on. Shaikh Ahmed al Sabah, Gov- 
ernor. of it, proposes. .to visit in the near 
future Ri . $e can ag he of Nejad, where he 
expects to meet His Majesty King Ibn Saud and 
negotiate with him in a friendly way certain 
matters pertaining to the interests of the two 
countries.” 


In the Maroh 12th iesue of the same paper the fol- 
lowing item was published: 


"A correspondent from Koweit has written to 
us-informing us that the. object of the visit 
of His Highness Shaikh Ahmad al Jaber al Sabah, 
Emir of. Koweit to Riyadh is to satisfy His 
pos sty Thn Saud that the union of the 
r “emirates. oh the Persian Gulf is to the 
a.van ef the 4rebs. Rumors from Nejd are 
wa the effect that His Majesty King Ibn Saud 
ay ess his sconsont to this union in gal 
eipie the meetings he had with t 
Selttah got tien Bee. is nts on the shores of the 





ghness the Emir of Koweit 
it ax @iso discuss with er Majesty King Ibn 
Saud other questions pertaining to the rela~ 
tions. sting bet ween anes and the Kingdon 
He jaz end ja." 

It appears probeble that there is a great deal of 
truth in these reports, ani that the British are at 
present. aovively engaged in the formation of an drab al- 
lianoce; the details of the proposed @lliance are not 
know, The mener ent probably has better sources of 


information concerning matters in the Kingdom of He jes 





and 
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cna Nejd thax thie office, as little can be learned 
here of what is going on along the shores of the Persian 
Gur, end much less of what is happening in King Ibn Saud! 
realm, From the information at hand it appears that the 
British may now be about to bring the Kingdom of the Hejaz 
and Nejad into practically the same position as the emirates 
along the Persien Gulf which they report as “under British 
protection, but not British protectorates". In the report 
submitted by this office on the Shaikhdom of Bahrein whet 
that term means there is made clear, The Shaikhdom of 
Koweit seemed until recently to be freer from British 
control than is Bahrein, but the news concerning the grant- 
ing to the magiestayeins ot Company of a concession hoe 
was sent to the pepertlehd fr in Gis nah Y, Greg. hed 
7, 12 noon, if true, would seem to indicate that pressure 
hed been brought to bear and that the British were now 
ready to drop their attitude of friendly protection and 
advice with respect to the Shaikh end his government and 
to take charge in all but name. The reports from Koweit 
as to the Sheikh's proposed journey to Riyadh seem to sup- 
port this supposition, as while I was in Koweit in February, 
1931, I was informed that the Shaikh feared King Ibn Saud 
end was not on good terms with him; moreover, the wall 
around his city which he hed built hastily in 1922 to re- 
sist a threatened attack by Ibn Saud and the gun emplace~ 
mente along that wall where the British had hastily mounted 
guns from their warships in the harbor indicated that hos-~ 
«tilities were imminent then, end King Ibn Seud's refusal in 
1930 to hold a conference with King Faisal on Koweit terri- 
tory seems to support the pelier thet relations between 
these two rulers were not friendly at that time. 


Why 


eq 
Ei Le 


WR 


: 4 
Pia. 


Why the British should assume such an attituie now 
is not quite clear. It is true that they have been ex~- | 
tending gradually their control over the Persian Gulf 
since about the middle of the 19th century when the times’ 
permitted them to do so, end it is seemingly quite evident 
that they intend eventually to make that body of water a 
Britieh lake, Whether the success of the Standard 011 
Gompeny of California in obtaining an o1] concession at 
Behrein and the efforts being mefe by the Gulf Refining 
Company to secure a coneession at Koweit may have aroused 
them, or whether the reported refusal of the Persian Gov~ 
ernment to extend the agreement with the Imperial Airways 
compels them to prepare to establish an eir route on the 
west side of the Gulf (it was rumoma in Bahrein in February, 
1981, that such preperations were already underweigh) and 
gonsequently to esteblish more definite control over the 
lands traversed, cannot be stated. 


Respectfully yours, 





exander K, Sloan. 
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From ._=Aden. (...Malmsley._.) patep _.._March 25,1932 
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REGARDING: King Ibn Saoud of the Hedjas Yejd. 
Details concerning the expedition by H. St. J.B. Philby 
under the direction of —- across the Rub al Kahli (The 
Bupty Quarter) to the Indian Ocean. 
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ine Bub’ 43 Mali 

The Rub’ Al Khali is that great blank space on the 
Fight lewer part ef all maps of Arabia, It lies approxi- 
mately between 17° and 22° North ant 80° ond 58° East. 
Various theories have been advanced in regard to its idemti- 
fieation with seriptural lands, and emong the most popular 
is that ancient Ophir lay there. The desert, the “empty 
qaarter", is appreximately 600 miles across, north end 
south, and prebably 800 er more miles cast and west. 
Between Ceteber, 1930 and February, 1931 it was crossed by 
Dertrem Themas,em Englishmen, who is credited with being 
the first Eurepeen to traverse its wastes, Major R.E. 
Gheesmem (Eugiish) reached Jabrin, on the nerthern fringe 
ef the anpty quarter, in 1983-34. Mr. Thomas bas recently 
been leeturing in the United States. 
Thams' Souree 

Bertram Thomas, author of ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS IN 
ARABIA, and new ef ARABIA FELIX, a book based om his expedi- 
tien acress the eupty quarter, traveled frem Saihut, in 
Daufar en the Indien Ogeen, ond at the westermmost extremity 
ef seuthers Oman, te Dehah, on the Persian Guif. He 
sighted the sea before he arrived at Dokah on the Qatar 
Peninsula. As twe menths were spent in collecting in- 
fomation ef a seientifie nature when tribal warfare 
rendered the eressing impossible or highly impracticable, 
it is seen thet he teek about twe menths to do the actual 
travel. | 
Resuits of Thames’ Expedition 

According to the February 19, 19328 issue ef UN-EL- 
Q@m, Meese, the remilts of Bertram Themas' expedition my 
be resumed as follbws: 

i. 


oe 


1. The old epinien that the Rub’ al Khali is devoid 
of life, water and vegetation is false. 

8. The Rud al Khali is inhabited by tribes whe have 
their hemes there and who know the routes. 

3. The Rub’ al Khali om be crossed most easily by 
reutes kneom to the Kharitun, experienced in desert trawl. 
4. Tne Rub’ al Khali contains many wells of good 

water, exeept where the sani is deepest. 

S. There are routes across the Rud’ al Khali that 
were aeciant trade routes used by caravans coming from the 
Indian Ocean to the Hedjaz and Egypt. 

6. The Aub’ al Khali is divided principally between 
three tribes, a) Al Murra in the Morth and center, b) the 
BDatekfa in the very center, and ¢) Al Rashid im the south. 
Yarthermore, there are alse the Muna sir im the cast ani 
certain Hedremi and Yemeni tribes in the west. 

Hew Eunedition 

H. 8t. J. B. Philby, the well known English Moslen 
whe was a British Government Agent first in Nejd in 1917- 
1918, end later elsewhere in Arabia, and is author of THE 
HEART OF ARABIA, ARABIA OF THE WAHHABIS, ARABIA, and other 
werks on the Peninsula, is new reported to have led a mw 
expedition on Jamary 5, 1952 out of Al Hasa southwards, 
with the objeet ef crossing the Rub’ Al Khali in a path 
more or less parallel te Themas'. It is not known at 
what point on the Indian Ocean ho intends te strike for, 
wut it is interesting to note that thé expeditien is under- 
taken at “the commend of the King, His Majesty the Sitter 
en the Threne", meaning Ibm Sacoud of Hedjaz Nejad, “te in- 
vestigate that part of kis country." | 

| British 
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British Tatezes’ smd Sensor 

Themas’ expedition, altheugh understeod te have been 
undertaken privately, is alse said to have bem watched 
venevelently by The British mthorities. Philby is out 
of faver with his Gevernment, and as British influemece 
is exercised em all the littoral frem Bad-el-Manded to 
Quen, with an interruption ef probably not mere than 
abeut 100 miles im easternmost Hadrameaut, the adem authori¢ 
ties, ani presumably, ef course, the Colonial Office as 
well, are very much interested in learning where the ex- 
peditien ef Im Seoud's government will reaeh the Indian 
Oocoen, and by deduction, what territory that Goverment 
eensiders its om. As a matter ef fast, Mr. Thomas is 
seid te have reperted that his mecsess in crossing the 
last anf werst pert ef the desert by @hemift northward 
Gash with a small party eof 13 Bedouin was largely me to 
King Itm Semd's lesal prestige. Hewever, the leyalty 
ef Bedouin tribes te an urban ruler is tenneus at best. 
They “would rather have unfettered liberty than peace at 
a priga’. Mewever, these subdued tribes are beyond the 
fringe of the treaty tribes (fruciea) Omen) of the north, 
end corteainly well eut ef reach ef the littoral tribes 
ef the Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden. 
Hem Bemedition’s Eexipeent ond Route 

The Hedjesi-Nejd expedition inte Hub’ al Khali ia- 
édiwies representatives of the amir ef Al Hasa ani of the 
principal tribes of the empty qiarter, according te the 
Wie-EL-QRA. It is presumed that the “prineipal tribes" 
refemred te are these owing a neminal allegiance to Ibn 
Sacud, meutioned by Mr. Thams. vith the expedition are 
golly “a specialist in geography ané map drawing" end 
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“a specialist in military survey and drawing.” It is not 
definitely known whether these specialists are Europeans; 
it is not even clear, indeed, whether there are one or tw 
specialists. The expedition, after reaching the Indian 
Ocean from Al Hasa, will double back in a northwesterly 
direction te Wadi Dawasir, whose inhabitants are pre- 
dominantly negroid. The equipment is described but in 
gemeral terms, as including scientific and other instru-- 
ments. 
Supporters of kxpedition 

King Ibm Seow! is said to be backing the expedition 
both persomally end officially. Officially, it is under- 
stood he kas given over 50 camels md 15 or 20 soldiers. 
‘Whether ony Burcpeen or American organization is interested 
im the expedition is not known, although according to in- 
formation reseived, the National Geographic Society is 
reported to have givm, or promised to give ist.1,000 te 
Philby, for mother voyage he planned before, end to which 
further reference is maie below. 

Some two or three years ego, Philby, speaking with 
a friend who now conveys the knowledge to the writer, is 
reported to have described a course he wished some day 
to follow end which he had been studying sometime. His 
plem was to traverse the little known region west of Rub’ 
ol Khali, then skirt the northern part of the empty 
quarter watil he reached the Persian Guif coast near the 
southeast orux of the Qatar Peninsula; thence to cross 
the empty qurter from north te south ustil he reached 
MeledLe or some other Hetramaut port; and finally to leave 
the coast obliquely in a northwesternly direction, skirt- 
ing the southern portion of Rub‘ al Khali until he entered 

Oman. 
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Oman. Thomas im his epochal voyage of last year prosun- 
ably covered the same general territory as Philby planned 
to visit im the second stage of his exposed expedition, 
and in previous years he made numerous short incursions 
iute territery covered by all tut the initial part of the 
third stage of Philby's ol4 projected route. 

The enclosed sketch map shows in a general mamer 
1) Philby’s former project, 2) Ibn Seoul's, or Philby's, 
present route, and 3) Thomas’ route, over the Réb’ al 
Khali, As authoritative data, excepting in some cases 
where they cover termini, are not lecally available, the 
courses have beam plotted largely by conjecture. 

Ihe Seoud's Conti’ 

The mmbers of the Hed jazi-Nejd expedition are bound 
by certain rigid obligations and restrictions. The con- 
, @tiens laid down by the Government cbviously apply parti- 
‘@ulerly te the Europesn member or members, and the 
apectalist or mectalists, of the expedition. These 
conditions are as follows: 
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Although the conditions, especially number (4), ere 
senevhat ambiguous, for it is possible by one interpreta- 
tion of the foregoing that individual members may publish 

it 


Shamaitiomese of Berets ties 

Although the expeditions diseussed above are un- 
doubtedly of great value to archacelegy and anthropology, 
they are perhaps even of greater importance in that they 
help remove nother bienk frem the maps of the werld. 
The expeditions will alee probably develop an interesting, 
if net highly important, pelitical aspest, in view of the 
teaditieud. Maglhiech intevests aleng the coast south end 





west of Rub’ ak Kheli. 
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SOMFX DENTIAL 

PRilby’s Business 

H. St. J. B. Philby is the manager in Jeddah of 
Sharquich, Limited, British-controlled limited liability 
partmership which holds the Hedjaz-Nejd sales franchise 
of several English, American end other manufacturers. 
The American firms represented by Sharquich, Limited, 
are believed to be the Singer Sewing Machine Oo., the 
Standard O11 Company of New York, The North. american 
Tire Go., and Franklin Meter Co. It is understeod that 
these companies are somewhat concerned ehout Mr. Philby's 
whereabouts. In this commection, it is stated that a 
member of the Bombay office of the Standard 011 is leav- 
ing Aden shortly for Jeddah vie Egypt. Rehay be 
reached through the Standard 011 Company in Alexanéria, 
or as he is English in care of the British Legation, 
Jedé@eh. His name, which is A, E. Straw, is furnished 
without any responsibility on the pert of the Consulate. 


STRLOTLY COMVIDENT IAL 
Professional Jealousy? 

Although seme local Government officials have ex- 
pressed the opinion that Philby may bear some mlice for 
Bertram Thomas because the latter crossed the desert 
whieh the former may have wished to be the first to cross, 
the question, for thm, world end for seimes, is of no 
importenee. It is interesting, however, to refer again 
te the February 19, 1932 mumber of UM-EL-QRA, which 
states thet “The expedition will not content itself with 
merely crossing from one side to the other, like Bertren 
Thomas, but will stuly the impertent pleases." The open- 
ing paragraph of the article, on the other hand, pays 
apparently sincere tribute te Thamas' feat. 


Sources of Information 
The sources of information for the foregoing report 
were: 








THE NEAR EAST AMD po ef London, issue of March 
10, 1952, which reviews ARABIA FELIX, by Bertran 
Thomas. 

ALARMS AND EXCURGLONS IN ARABIA, 







shed tae bovbe-Merill Company: Init ianapolis, 
Gaatcy Horta vans Gater 
whats of Mecea, issue of February 19, 1932. 
Map of Arabia (part of SURVEY OF INDIA ee 
Hunter, 1998), scale 1" mil crater 
Reotbehtan, shine 2 dine * . 
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Residency, the Resident and Commender-in-Chief, and A. E. 


Straw, of the Bombay office of the Standard 011 Company 
of New York. 
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Italian of an article in the July, 1932 issue of the 





| To tha Fialdf 
InU. 8. AcL 





MODERNO, published in Rome: 


Toate ° a ap ae --Yusuf Bey Zainal, 
. former 3 ° m Sau see has recounted to 
the FILISTIN various iteme“on the situation of the 
Hedjaz (1). Speaking of the King, he said that the 
recently constructed royal palace was judged by the 
Amir Shekib Arslan much superior to the two royal 

palaces of Cairo and Alexandria. 


"Ibn Saud has had, according to Zainal, 184 wives, 
naturally not more than four at a time; his children 
now living, seamar | males and feriales, number 150. 
Ibm Saud has provided generously for his children 
and divorced wives. His preferred wife is of 
Armenian origin and is not, in comparison with the 
others, ‘either the youngest or the most beeut{ ful’. 


"The personal patrimony of the King has increased 
greatly during the last two years; he possess yast 
lands and importent commereial enterprises, 
administered by numerous agents (' a*),.° F 
his own and his family's use he has automobiles, 
of which two are elegént Rolls-Royces. 

"The Amir Faisal, besides Arabic, knows English per- 
-feetly, and sear eraee himself in this language with 
eloquence, better than many Englishmen. He con- 
tinueally reads books on history and archeology. | 
He has had 40 wives, who have given him 30 children, 
but at present he has but one wife, of Turkish 
origin, who agreed to marry him on the condition 
that she would have no rival; she is the handsomest 
woman of the royal family, and knows four languages, 
inoluding 2 daa 


One 


ve the honor té\quote below the translation from the 
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"One of Faisal's sons, Abdallah, is nine years 

old, and shows great mechanical ability; he 
began to drive ea small automobile when he was 
four, and at the end of his seventh year he 

Was capable of assembling and dismounting an 
automobile. His father is thinking of sending 
— later to Germany to study mechanical engineer- 
ng. 


"The King lives in the new royal palace with his 
four wives, each of whom has her own wing; his 
married sons have their own individual houses. 
In the royal family the women observe the use of 
the veil with great severity; a brother does not 
see the wife of a brother nor does a son see the 
wife of his father, excepting his own mother. 
"(1) Among other things, he recounted that 
economic conditions were bad; but the 
population, accustomed to conforming their 
way of- life to the income from the pilgrim- 
mage, tolerates them well. The arrival 
this year of a few wealthy Indian pilgrims 
was an advantage. Bach pilgrim leaves on 
an average 25 pounds sterling in the Hedjaz} 
two years ago it fell to 20, this year to 
18. The Indians this year left an average 
of 200 sterling each." 

The comment which so many European historians of Arabia 
have made concerning the improbebility of the establishment 
of a permanent hereditary monarchy heading a strong unified 
State in the Peninsula because of the sapping of the energies 
and degeneracy setting in among the mutually jealous off- 
spring of any strong individual who might momentarily form 
@ powerful government under an ascending star is distincly 
& propos of the foregoing discussion. The play of per- 
sonalities must obviously triumph over reason; and a uni- 
fied Arab State, even if established today by Ibn Saud, 
would evidently collapse upon his death under the influence 
of the schismatic tendencies of his heirs. Undoubtedly the 
Wahhebi family, as it has done twice before, will abandon 
the Hedjaz and retire to Nejd soon after Ibn Saud's death, 
or possibly even earlier. 

With regard to the footnote above, reference is made 


to 





to this Consulate's report No. S4, of June 7, 1932 (HEDJaz- 
 NEID POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC NOTES), especially to pages 6 
and 7, wherein it was estimated that in visible taxes alone | 
“each pilgrim contributed nearly nine pounds sterling to the 
Mecoa Government. This year, therefore, the Government 
received tn direct taxation about one-half of the totel 
spent during the pilgrinmage, -Ibn Saud's prodigality 
under the oiroumstances is significant. } 
Respectfully yours, 


a 
W. N. Walmsley jr. ~ 
American Vice Cohsul » 


File No. 800. 
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Among other items of . j@ip) o 


fore that all soluble problems should 
be disposed of before he says a final 
farewell to these shores; and it is 
satisfactory to note that on many 
points agreement is well in view or 
actually concluded in principle. 

In such cases difficulties may be 
found to arise in the yt = 
terms arranged rather than in e ; " 
arrangement of terms, A notable in- ped pet prone pee be re ister, not yet arrived, ia ‘to ‘He’ 
wtance of this is tha matter of the igese I 4 oes pba She inn Khan f 
transit trade between. Bahrain ana | Wa* entertained by Bing wit Govergmest g¢ Congul General 
Kuwait on theone hand and Arabia | “Uitabld pomp and bt apr ro dah fram 1996 to 1928, when: di 
onthe. other, With. Babrafs;.the sew where in Tog — over pod oe ‘transferred for service tn the’ Temes. 
arrangemeht arrived oes Majesty ign Sage The Afghan Guvarenment tx now Kops 

to P 








rived at should hot prove 
implement as the sea separates . the 
parties concerned, but in the case: df 
Kuwait the bogey of potential emug- 
gling presents itself.on. every” éidé; 
Nevertheless it ia a matter for: 
Gratulation that the long controve 
with these two smal] states under | 
tish protection fs Ina fair way. 
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may arise in connection 3 
Hediaz Railway, which “wes unde 
active discussion between . tha ‘parties 
coneerned during.the pest autumn, 2 Sf 
may again be said. that an’ ag | aed i taken ~ per | 
has been duly arrived at in principl®, = craor + Sumey wean or on <z the townsman has siready note 4 
but that is far from saying that any ee Pleasurd 4 substantial drop fy 
decision has been arrived at ag tee initinkiye,’ dnd tt fo. at, Joget eat price of Sam 

ugreement. Medina olamours: 
restoration of its railway - 
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with Syria and cca FN 
these countries would.-benefit ‘by ‘the 
extension of traffic into the Hedjas. 
Unfortunately, funds 


cart 

made available by pooling . 

profits, and there comes: the rub. ~ > 

Boundaries. 

So much for the ‘matters on 
agreement is easier than 

Other points illustrate the 

of the shield, execution. being. 

‘elty itself if only an agreement 

could be achieved. It is just’ a: 
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Pro-daudian-anti-Faisalian campaign being carried on in Syria 
by Youssif Yassine. 
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‘Visit of Minister Resident Knabenshue to Ibn Saud of Sandi Arabia 
authorized. : 


Wh 


Jone 3 108¢, 


Me. Maped Naryeossian, 

300 Herth Main Street, 

Weomsoeket, Rhede Island. 

Sivs 

Te reply to your letter of May 29, 1934, addressed 
to Mp. Mebride, vegarding a message you wish te send to 
King Tem Saud, I am glad to furyniah the feliewing infor- 
mat ion. 

The ruler in question my be addressed as follows: 

ig “ting ten Saud, 
Meeen, Sauwhi Aredia. 

The Department is net awave of any rule ov regulation 
vequivring you te infewm the British etherities thet you 
intend te send sush a telegvan. The native tengue of 
King Im Sand is, ef course, Avabie, and it is understood 
that he is net foniilar with the Englieh language, Conse- 
queatiy a mesmuge adéreseed te him in that language weuld 
probably have te be translated by an interpreta. 

The Departuent ie net in a pesition te advise you 
as te the length of time during which visas for entry 


inte 
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inte Sawki Arabia are valid or whether such visas may 
be readily obtained. Sinee the Arabian Government is 
net represented in the United States it is suggest ef 
that information on these peints might be cohtained 
frem the Arabian Minister in Lenden, whe may be addressed 
as fellews: 

Shaikm Hafes Wahba, 


legation ef Seigli Arabia, 
lenden, England. 


Very truly yours, 
Tor the Seewetary of State: 


Wallace 
Chief, Division of on Affaire 





DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 


ext... 711.9000. 2/%5 tr iC 


FROM .......Iraqg................_.._.._. ¢_Baabenshue..) DATED __._._ May 53,1954 


To NAME 1—1127 ere 


REGARDING Proposed visit with King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia. 
" Gopy of reply to message sent by the King's business agent 
at Bahrain advising that the King was leaving for Mecca, and 
would be unable to receive M,. Knabenshme,. 
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In my informal letter of Detj28, 1958, to ur, warrey 
I explained the reason why it might be advisable to inelude 
King Ibm Saud among the Oriental potentates of the Persian 
Gulf avea upon whem I should pay on informal visit, Upon 
receiving the Department's telegraphic authorization to 
Go eo (telegram Ne, 4 of February 2n4, 7 p.m.) I called 
upon the Charge €’Affaires of the Saudi Arabian Legation. 
I told him of my official mission to Musent anf said that 
as I wobld be visiting in the Persian Gulf I would de 
very happy to pay an informal visit te His Majesty King 
ae. ee 
‘enough to receive me. The Charge G*affaires eaid that 


sal he would et once communicate my wishes to His Majesty. 


Up to the eve of my departure for Muscat no reply had 
been received fron Rigedh. It was arranged thet should 
a reply be received after my Geparture it woulé be cammni- 
cated te me through King Ibn Saud's business agent at 
Bahvai&® (He has no political agent there), Upon arrival 
at Bahvedn I got into touch with the business agent, and 
he immediately sent e leunch to the mainland with ea 
mesenge for transmission to the King, Within four days 
a seophy wae received, copy of which is enclosed, It 
Will be noted that beeause the King expected to leave 
very shertly for Mecea, there was not sufficient tine 
for me te reach Riyadh and visit him before his depar- 
ture, As the King aetually 414 leave Riyadh at the 
time in@ieated in order to reach Mecea for the Hajy the 
reason given for not receiving me was a legitimate ons, 
However, I am inelined te believe that there were tro 


other 








EMBASSY OF THE 





LONDON, Mereh 21, 1935. 
we, 1306 7 


SUBJECT: Attempted Assassinatien of King Ibn Saud. 







pivision OF 


NEAR Lastiatl AFFAIRS 
0 
ane I have the honer to transmit herewith a copy of a 


1/ letter dated March 19 from the Secretary of the Saudi 
| Arabien Legation in Lendon, enclosing, under instructions 


from his Government and for transmission to the Government 


& ddV¥ 


of the United States, a copy of the official ecamuniqué 

issued in Mecoa on the fifteenth instant, describing the 

attempt on the lives of King Ibn Saud and the Crown Prince, 
2/ Emir Saud. 4A copy ef my letter of acknowledgment is also 


enclosed herewith. 
Respectfully yours, 


/ Pill Ray Ather hy 
Chergé d* aff ad interim. 


Basleonaz es: 

¢ Sepy of letter from Saudi Arabian Legation, March 19. 

2M/MVB 2. Gepy of Bubassy's reply, Merch 21, 1938. 
mt \ i stant ee 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA NE . | 


Usinwerciw Gince (&-0/0) 
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Seen os oo 


is ae. ad ee te hoe 1 23062...MAR2 1 1935 


ee row: the Embassy at London, dnglaas. 


ROYAL LEGATION OF SAUDI ARABIA 
ce LONDON e . 
ak 19th March, 1955. 


Deer Mr. Atherton, 

"Tem Anstructed by ny Government to send you 

the enclosed copy of the Official Communique issued 

in Mecca on Friday the 15th with the request that you 

will be good enough to forward it to your Government. 
Yours sincerely, 


(signed) M. R. Zada. 


Mr. Ray Atherton, 
Chargé d'Affaires for the 
United States of America. 


A TRUE COPY 
OF THE SIGHED 
ORIGINAL 


! 






ROYAL LEGATION OF SAUDI ARABIA 
LOND GN 
Mecea, 15th Mareh 1935. 


OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE 


While His Majesty the King and H.R.H. Emir Saud were 
circumambuleting the Kaabe early this morning an attemt 
was made on His Majesty's life. He aa going round the 
Kaaba for the fourth time end had just reached the Black 
Stone when a men rushed towards him degger in hand followed 
by other two men with drawn daggers. H.R.H. Emir Saud got 
holé of the first man and threw him away. Before the man 
eould come back he was shot dead by a soldier of the King's 
bodyguerd. In the meantime his two compenions attacked 
Emir Saud but before their daggers could reach him they 
were also shot down by the King's bodyguard. 

His Majesty the King end H.R.H. the Crown Prince then 
completed their circumambulation of the Kaaba as if nothing 
had happened. They are both fit and well and have spent the 
day, as is their wont, in receiving the many delegations who 
have come to congratulate them on the occasion of the Eed 
Al-Adha. 

It has now been proved that the would-be assassins ere 
zeidis from Yemen. Investigations are still proceeding to 
ascertain their motive, and find out whether they had any 
accomplices. 


Rai: ai MAR 
hig Enelosure Wo 2. to desr.ts0 To. 130g, "724.1935 


, from the Embassy at London, ingli.ta. 


Lenéon, Mareh 21, 1935. 
Dear Mr, zedet 
I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of Mareh 19, and in compliance with your 
request I have tranemitted to my Government the 
official eommniqué issued at Mecoe on the 15th 
 §motent, relating to the dastardly attempt on that 
@ay om the lives of His Majesty the King ond H.i.K. 
Snir daud. Please eecept my wermest personal 
oongretuletions on the fortunete escape from injury 
of Hie Nejesty and Bie Royel Highness. . 
Youre esineerely, 


(signed) Ray Atherton. 


Mahmood Riyad taeda, Seq, 
@8 aton Place, 5,¥sl. 







A TRUE CUNY 
OF THE SIGHED 
ORIGINAL 



















VOR DISTRIBUTION » (i EP 
To t We Aer 

' APR 6 35” 

DIVISION 

EASTinn 


-=thiinicnasetii itil snceesooncoeohtsbaaonataass 4 


SUBJECT: aden information seant on attempted 
at are assassination of Itm Saud, 












HE HONORABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


I have the honor to report that no information is 
ble in Aden concerning the attempted assassination 
of Ibn Saud on Friday, Mareh 15, other than the meagre 
details reported by the Reuter’s Agency in Aden on 
Merch 17, with whieh the Department is likewise undoubtedly 
femilier, he news se far published in aden through 
that agency merely indicated that a group of three 
would-be assassins attempted to stab Ibn Saud as the 
latter was promeneding about the Kaabe at Mecca, and that 
his escort suseseded in shooting them down and preventing 
the assassination, after whieh Ibn Saud is reported to 
have continued his promenade, The situation with 
viper’ 0 Gree Pree HI He APOR Rae been denerives 
sZe CGallenan in his Confidential Report No. 
anization and Administration, of august 16, 
1934, and I have the honor to quote as follows as 
aceurately describing the circumstances in this instance: 
. “The cable service 


f 
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"The cable service from Jeddgh provides London 
end Buropean centers with news of events in Saudi 
whieh news gemerally reaches Aden in Reuter's 
cable Geapatches from London before it is known here, 
in spite of the nearness of Aden to Saudi Arabie", 

I have the honor to repert that the news of the 
attempted assassination eroused seme alarm among Arabs 
and Indians in Aden whase relatives are at this time 
im Mecea making the pilgrimage, More news is expected 
by ordinary mail from Jeddah in the course of the next 
two or three weeks, and this office will endeavor to 
obtain additional information if and when such is forthcoming. 

As en example of the remoteness of Saudi arabia from 
Aden for the purpose of obtaining news of developments in 
that country directly sather than through the medium of 
European publications, I have the honor ef pointing out that 
a request sent by this office to the bank in Jeddah for 
information on a firm there was mailed February 15, and 
the reply, dated February 28, was received at Aden on March 
17, having taken seventeen days to reach here by ordinary 
mail service, which is irregular, 

The above explanation will also serve to explain the 
undesirability of sending « telegram in this connection, 
in the light ef the Department's Circular Instruction of 
August 2, 1954, “Telegraphic Reports of Unusual Political 
Bvente", File No, 800, since the information available in 
Aden at the time of and immediately after the assassination 
attempt was no more than that available through the Reuter’s 
service, which had prebably already reached the Department, 
Unfair critioiom of the sort mentioned in the Department's 
Cireular Instruction would be unfair indeed if it should 

net take into 


a 
Pi 
i 


ae 
LR ou 


«Bet take inte eeneideration the cqnditions eutlined above, 
any news whieh finally becemes available thretgh ccrres- 
pontanse, after the twe weeks delay te be expected, will . 
be reported at ence by deapateh, 





DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
see ____8904.9111/99 = _. FOR Report #- 
FROM ...... Beirut 00 (Gaudin ..) DATED __._ April 6,1935___ 
TO NAME 1—1197 ere 


REGARD Ibn Saoud, 
is received the Syrian Nationalists who requested his 


support to a proposed Arab unification movement, 
Ibn Saoud advised delegates that he is opposed to an 
Arab empire at the present time. 
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Nationalists Visit Ibn Saoud Jamil bey 


Mardem bey, 
Yekhri bey Baroudi and Chafic Jabri, prominent Syrian 
Nationalists, recently made a trip to Saudi Arebia for the 
purpose of asking Ibn Sacud to give his support to a proposed 
Aveb unification movement (sie). They went by way of Baghded 
where they met with Nouri Pashe Es-Seid who promised to fol- 
low them in @ few dsys.*” 

One week later it wes annowgped thet Ibn Seoud had re- 
ceived the delegation and thet he had told them of his op- 
position te en Arab empire in any form at the present time, 
Que to many insurmountable difficulties. He declered thet 
the Arab countries must first intensify their eculturel and 
commercial relations. 

It wae also reported however that no delegation hed 
been able to leave Baghdad on account of the strained 
polatieal situation in Traq.* 


Betzut Attorneys Strike Disgruntled because 

all choice Government and 
other cases are given to the two or three French members of 
ee 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
sex _99.912/3 ron ever = 
rrom Beirut errell Cy param __ Nove 9s 1955 
TO NAME 1—1187 eve 


ascarid Signing of ‘marriage contract between King Ibn Saud and the Bmireh 
Al-Shaalan, sister of the Emir Fawaz Shaalen, chief of the 
Roualla tribe. 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
sex __.9900.9133/14 === ror Report Me 
FROM _Beirut. (Farrell) parep __Nov-18, 1935 


TO NAME 1—1197 ere 


REGARDING: . 
Report thet marriage of Ibn Saud to the Mmirah Shahlan, princess 


of the Rovalle tribe, is a move to extend his influence in 
the Arabian world. 


Wy 
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o\ 
gies 


se paigang nae mie 


Memes 001 SRUF » 

eee eg 

» pueveeded to Transjordenia end conferred with 
PE 5 ie ‘ecccrding to the press, 
on questions of interest to beth countries, although neo. 
etatenen te were given to jourmalists. The High Comis- 
siener is reperted to have invited the Muiy Abémlleh te 
visit the States under French Mandate, from which 
"L*ertent® ef Nevenbor 6th jumps to the conelusion that 
the interview “surpassed the bounds of courtesy". This 
Gaiily publishes the rumor that the recent marriage of 
Im Seoud te Buivah Shehlen, 0 princess of the Rowalla 
tribe which has hitherts been the mainstay of the Freneh 
in enforcing order in the interier, is a neve on Ibn 


Sewei*s pert te extend his infiuenes in the Avebéien world. 
Genk a step, opines “Ei Cutent", would explain the visit 
of the French High GCamé@esieusr te Buir Abdullah, whe is 
unfaverable te Ibn Sceud’s pretabgiens, as an undertaking 
Imm Seeud’s supposedly proapeetive’ infinence in these 
terri textes.4 | 


DOCUMENT FILE 





NOTE 
SEE __867n.9113/158. _... FOR Report #20000 
FROM Jerusalem... ¢_ Brent ) DATED _Nov.15, 1955 
TO NAME 1—1187 ere 


REGARDING: | 
—— have been made by Syrian and Arab politicians to King 
Saud to secure his intervention in the affairs of Palestine. 
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Ii SAUD AWD LOCAL AFFAIRS Approaches have been made by 
Syrien and Palestine arab 
politicians to King Ibm Saud to secure his intervention in the 
affairs of their territories along the lines of their respective 
| tieal policies, it is learned. 
wa The King has declined to accept any overtures, intimating that 
»? She 444 not expect any changes in the status quo in the Near East. 
It is dGeelared in the Hedjaz that this reply docs not mean 
that Ibn Gawd is disinterested in the general Arab movement, dut 
that, as a supporter of political realism, he ‘ices not share in 
those illusions to which the Italo-Ethiopian confliet has given 
wise in certain Oriental circles. 
Palestine Post, October 17, 185 
Comment: Ibn Saud is well deseribed as " a 


Land ef polit ical realign". 
There are but few in Palestine. 





DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
eS a ee ce 
FROM .....Irag ss ¢_Knabenshue ) parep Feb 20, 1956, 
TO NAME 1—usT ave 


Visit of King Ibn Saud in Kugait on January 30th, to pay a visit 
to the Shaikh, Ahmad Aeal Sabah. The visit of the king was a 
‘on guecess since His Majesty distributed 200,000 rupees 

,000) in largesse. 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 


see. 890d,00/148 a a) ee 


FROM ....... Beirut... (Marriner...) DATED Dec,..24,1936..._ 


TO NAME 1—1127 


REGARDING: Ibm Send, Ruler of Saudi Arabia. 


Views expressed by Comte de Martel concerning the 
Pan-~Areb Movement and --, the one strong man at present 
existing in Arabia, j 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
Ser ..690¢.00/486 _. FOR ....etter chi ti 
FROM Iraq... antowsneeeneee GMEPbOTthwaite) DATED .Dec.20, 1937... 
TO NAME 11187 ere 


REGARDING 
* King Ibn Saud. 


Visit to ~ of Dr. Thoms of the American Mission Hospital in 
Kuwait. Comments of Dr. Thoms on the King. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
a. \ 
sh 


UNDER SECRETARY 
















reply for the President to send 





Mx, Orane in response to the letter 
to the President which I attach here- 
with. As you know, the President 
so Mr, Crane very well and the 
epons je should be drafted with that 
in mind, I think you will find 

Mr, Crane's letter interesting. 

















FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 





F¥. D. R, 





Palm Springs, Calif. 
January 21, 1939 


My dear President: 


The papers out here say that you have had a communication 
from Ibn Saud. As I once had an unusual visit with him and 
have made quite a study of him as an unusual, high Moslem per- 
sonage, I should like to tell you one or two things about him 
that are not very well known, at least not in the western world. 


He is the most important man who has appeared in Arabia 
since the time of Mohammed, is severely orthodox, manages his 
affairs, his life and his government, as nearly as possible as 
Mohammed would have done. He game over the frontier of the 
Nejd and seized his home state when he was only nineteen years 
old and has been adding to it from time to time until he is 
now the supreme power of the peninsula. 

\ 


He has always been guided by the old desert doctrine of 
Hilm, which Mohammed emphasized so much, of doing everything 
possible, in the most affectionate manner, to reconcile his 
enemies once he had conquered them. I have seen and known many 
of his former enemies and have noted the great and definite 
affection and loyalty they have for him. In speaking to him 
once about that method of treating his former enemies and their 
attitude toward him he. said there was nothing in his whole life 
that he was more careful about than his efforts to reconcile 
them and make them as happy as possible, am entirely different 
spirit than that dominating the Treaty of Versailles. Orthodox 
Moslems could show European Christians how to make a feud peace 
if European Christians were capable of absorbing the lesson. 


Certainly my week with Ibn Saud, when I had him entirely 
to myself, seeing him three times a day, studying carefully 
my questionnaire’ between times, he responding in most. sympar 
thetié fashion, was richest experience. I wish there were 
some way of passing it all over to you. re, 


Affectionate greetings, 


CHARLES R. owas 


Ceol 


His Excellency 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. Cc. 
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january 80 1989 


My deer Mr, President: 


In accordance with your memorandum of Jenu- 
ary 84, 1959, I enclose for your signeture, if 
you approve, a reply to the attached letter from 
‘Mr. Charles R. Orane. 


Faithfully youre, 


Summer. Welleg 
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for yeu te tell ue mere abent 








bith wage Fegarés, I an, 
Yours sineereiy, 





cee Menoretlie 
Charlies R. Cyane 
Fein Syringe, Gaiifornia. 











i‘P@bruary 14 )4939 


My dear Mr. President: 
I enelese fer your signature, if yeu approve, 
a reply te the attached letter of January 27, 1939, 
fren Mr. Gipphes BR. Crane. 
Faithfully yours, 


sumer Welles 


CR 
14 1939 


The Preeident, 


cave 
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we Gear Mr. Crane: 


I have read with interest your note of 
January 8&7, 1950, referring to the opinion 
= si ge to a by Imam Yahia concerning 


This is a revealing sidelight on the 
eharacter of the King of Saudi Arabie and 
I oo the interest which prompted 
you to send it. 


With warm regards, I an, 
Very sincerely yours, 


The Honorable 
Charles R. Crane 
Ville Cornelis, 
Palm Springs, California 


ameer 
* 


if 0.0: 1 [pcm 
Col hp 
am rN a K 3 Monk 7 New York 
Pi AK af Reon’ enol January 20, 1939 
/ In 1932 a dispute arose between the tw Kingdoms of 


Sa'udi Arabia and Yaman over the ownership of a region 
known as the Jabal Aru. 


The region lies hear the border between the two 
Singdoms and was claimed by each as falling within its 
own domain. 


& mixed commission of six members (three from each 
Kingdom) visited the territory and condueted an inquiry 
on the spot. They failed to come to an agreement, and 
their report to each of their masters led to a deadlock. 


The Imam thereupon wrote to Ibn Sa'ud to propose arbi- 
tration; and he further proposed that the arbitration should 
be performed by one individual to be chosen for his knowledge 
and integrity and to be agreed upon by the two parties to 
the dispute. 


When Ibn Sa'ud signified his assent, the Imam wrote 
back to propose that Ibn Sa'’ud himself be the arbitrator. 


Ibn Sa'ud accepted on the express condition that his 
verdict be regarded as final, and that the Imam agree to 
abide by it without question. 


In accepting this condition the Imam wrote: "But you 
know, Abdul-Aziz, that I have proposed you as the arbitrator 
in the belief that you will arrive at your verdict in pur- 
suance of the code of Arab honour and Moslem sense of justice." 


Ibn Sa'ud set to work. He sent for the three experts 
who had served on the mixed commission as his own repre- 
sentatives, and heard what they had to say. He sent for 
some of the leading residents of Jabal Aru to come to Mecca, 
and listened to all they had to say. Then he questioned his 
own officials. At last he gave his verdict. It was that ; 
the claim of the Imam to the territory in question was on } 
the whole better than his own; and his award was that the j ? 
whole region be handed over to the Imam without delay. f 


George Antonius 






VILLA CORNELIA 


. DIVISION OF 
Palm Springs, California WEAR EASTERN. AFFAIRS: 


January 27, 1939 






My dear President: 


This is a little postscriptum to the letter 
I sent you a few days ago about the way the Arabs 
make peace. 


Imam Yahia was a great, outstanding opponent 
of Ibn Saud's and all the Arabs were concerned about 
the contest. After it was settled Imam Yahia wrote 
to me saying that Ibm Saud, instead of being his 
most bitter enemy, was really his most valuable 
friend; that with Ibn Saud's power behind him he 
no longer felt menaced by several serious enemies, 
including Italy, but felt perfectly secure. 


With best wishes, 
Faithfully yours, 
CHARLES R. CRANE 


His Excellency 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 


bear Mr. Crane: 





I enjoyed reading your letter of Jaru- 
ary 31, 1959, telling me ef your visit some 
yeare age to King Ibm Seud. <All I have heard 
of him fully confirms yeur own impression of 
Bis fine eharacter and senality. I hape 

that seme time there wiil be aa opportunity 

fer you to tell me more abeut hin. 

















With warm regarés, I an, 





Yours sincerely, 


The Renorabie 


Palm A men A 












California. 
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Reotd SiT1 peme 


Seeretary of State 
Washington 
ibis. OF 
15, July 10, 4 Delle |_NEARJEASTERN AFFAIRS | 
I have just deen informed confidentially that the 
94 of ed King of Seudf, Arabia Kas on deposit gn Bank Misr 





fn at Cairo about $750,000¢ If Saudi, Arabia should 
ae L become an ally of Germany the President of the Bank 
al 5] ies has promised to retain this monty. Wakf money in 
fei Sf fgypt carmarked for Mecca will also be withheld, 
FISH . 
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| LEGATION OF THE e 
; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


iach, 1ds9. 
EUKOPLAN Alf Ati | \ 
Mrietiy Contidentie) MUBTZ 1998 
y | 
DEPARIMET! UH aT ar 
Hoe 1786, : Lee 
Subject : | 


King of Saudi Arabia and Bank Misr in Egypt 
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The Honorable . 0 


The Secretary of State, 


Washington. hee r 


0°) =e Z 
Sir: ark o ' \ 
‘ _ { 
With reference to my telegram no. 75|of July 10, ~ \ 
4 Pe Mey 1939, I have the honer to report that there a 


has been frequent reference in the press to the visit 


A Ls } 
of Khalid Al Huda of (Saudi Argbia to the Puebrer (sed; ) | 
4 i 
my despateh no. 1700 @ 22, 1959). I have been \ 
informed by a usually reliable sow'ce that Aly Maher ‘ 
Pasha, knowing that the King of Saudi Arabia had on 
deposit > 
® 





-2- 


deposit in Bank Misr, at Cairo, about three-quarters of 
@ million dollars, approached Talast Harb Pasha, Presi- 
@ent of the Bank. As a result of this conference the 
president of the bank agreed that in the event of an 
elltance being formed betwoen King Ibn Saoud and the 
Fuehrer the funds on deposit in the bank would be with- 
held. Apparently there is no valid reason for such a 
contemplated procedure, 

There are also substantial sums of wake money in 
Egypt that go annually to Mecca which, it is understood, 
will be retained Here in the event the alliance above 
referred to materializes. 

I have no information as to the real reason for 
the visit of this Saudi Arabian to the Fuehrer. Mr. 
Lenahan, when in Egypt last month, told me that he did 
not know the man reported by the press to be calling 
on the German authorities and that he saw no special 
significance in the report. 

‘Having in mind the contract which the King of Saudi 
Arabia has made with the Sitaaaiend Ineo en 041 
Company (see my despatch no. I699\of Jiume/22, 19359), it 
is my opinion that the visit was little more than a 
social call, 

It has been reported that Emir Abdulish of Trans- 
Jordan might be placed on the throne of Syria or of some 
other country formed as a result of the Syrian and Pales- 
tinian disturbances. King Ibn Saoud, I am informed, dis~ 
likes and distrusts Emir Abdulleh very much, and it is 
possible that the visit of Khalid Al Huda to the Puehrer 


may 


«So 


may have been made with the approval of King Itm Saou, 
thereby calling the attention of the British to the fact 
that he, Ibn Sacud, must be considered in any conten- 
plated elevation of Bair Abdullah to a high post. 


Respectfully yours, 


In triplicate. 
file ne, 800.1/710 
BP/icg 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Gifte for King of Saudi Arabia 
Requests that photograph of the President and a rifle 


be furnished forthis purpose, upon presentation of 
letters of credence by Minister Fish. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See Tel.$170 10mm eater 
@esgpatch, telegram, 


eewenenemesaensoeocon 


soe 
Dated Dec. 6,.1090 sop Reypt (Fish) 


File No. _225 Fish, Bert/195 
| 


6. 6. CovannmenT Palmpine CFI 11560 
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LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Cairo, November 18, 1939 





STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Hoe 1911. 


Subject: Successor to the Throne of Saudi Arabiae 
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I have the honor to inform the Department that His Excellency bs 
Muri El-Said Pasha, the Prime Minister of Iraq, is spending the 
Bairem holidays in Cairoe From a conversation he had with His 
Royal Highness Prince Mohamed Aly Pasha, I learn that the suc- 
cessor to King Ibm Sacud of Saudi Arabia was discussed. The 
eldest son, Prince Sacud, has been agreed upon not only by King 


Tim Sacud but by the Ulema as his father's successor. It is my 


information 


an 





information that the British would be pleased to have Prince Feisal, 
the second som, wuseeed to the throne on the death of Ting Ttu 
Seouds (See my degpateh no. 1699 bf June 22, 1939.) 

Prince Mohamed Aly told me/that the Prime Minister of Iraq 
seid that the brother of King Ibn Saoud must be seriously consid- 
ered as a successore It is the contention of those who favor 
this brother that the succession does not descend from father to 
son but should fall to the eldest of the family, and in that case 
this brother would succeed to the throne. When Prince Mohamed Aly 
visited Mecoa earlier this year he was most favorably impressed 
with King Itm Saoud, but his esteem for the King has lessened 
somewhat since his conversation with the Prime Minister of Irage 

Prince Mohamed Aly, I feel sure in good faith, told me that 
he felt my Government should know about the rivalry which might 
ecour after the death of King Ibn Saoud, in order that the in- 
terests of our American companies in Saudi Arabia might be safe- 
guarded. 
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